
 

                                             

 

     

  

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome back to the final term of 2025/26.  

We hope you all enjoyed a restful half term break and are ready for a busy and 
exciting summer term ahead. This is always a special part of the school year, filled 
with opportunities for our children to learn, grow, achieve and flourish. 

We are looking forward to two major highlights of the term: Art Week and Sports 
Week, both of which promise to be full of creativity, teamwork and celebration.  

There are also several trips planned, along with some seasonal treats — children 
and families will have the chance to purchase ice lollies and ice creams on 
selected warm days. 

As the weather gets brighter, please remember the essentials: 

• apply sun cream before school 

• send your child in with a sun hat 

• ensure they bring a water bottle every day 

We’re excited for a term filled with sunshine, smiles and memorable experiences 
for all our pupils. 

 

It is the responsibility of all the community to maintain a supportive environment 

for everyone.        

Values 

• St Mary’s Christian Values for the summer term are forgiveness, resilience 
and perseverance. 
 

• Our school Bible quote which we aspire for all children and adults to achieve 
is ‘I instruct you in the way of wisdom and lead you along straight paths.’ 
(Proverbs 4:11)  
 
 

 

 



  

Parent News, Section 1 

 

 

 

 



  

Parent News, Section 2 

Science Week 2026 
A huge thank you to all the parents who were able to get involved throughout the 
week — your support always makes such a difference. 

 We would like to give a special thank-you to Mrs Williams, who organised a 
hugely successful Science Week for our children.  

This year’s theme focused on growth, and the pupils thoroughly enjoyed the wide 
range of exciting, hands-on experiences she planned for them. It was a fantastic 
week of curiosity, exploration and learning, and we are very grateful for all of Mrs 
Williams hard work and creativity. 

 

 

                            

 
 

 

 



  

Parent News, Section 3 

Science Week Winners 
This year’s response to the Science Competition was amazing, with the highest 
number of entries we’ve ever had! It was a tough job for our Science Ambassadors 
to choose the winners from so many fantastic ideas. A huge well done to all who 
took part, and a special congratulations to our wonderful winners: Ethan (Nursery), 
Daniel (Daffodil), Antonio (Bluebell), Shreydan (Cherry), Rayyan (Damson), Aayan 
(Plum), Benas (Peach), Melissa (Ash), Erika (Juniper), Alessio (Larch), Ellora (Oak), 
Muhammad Hadi (Elm), AJ (Hazel) and Maria (Rowan). 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 



  

Parent News, Section 4 

Science Week Winners 
 

  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 



  

Parent News, Section 5 

Science Week Winners 
 

  
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 



  

Parent News, Section 6 

Science Week 2026 
We have all had a ball this week, and what a lovely way to end the term than by 
celebrating Science Week! As always, the children (and staff!) giggled their way 
through Dr Ken’s science show while learning lots along the way. ‘Dangerous Dan’ 
shared fascinating insights into his career in forensic science. Jabez and Emma 
from Vodafone Three worked with Years 1, 3 and 5 on a range of digital activities, 
including news reels and stop motion animations. Natasha and Manj from Yew 
Tree Dental Practice gave us an insight into becoming a dentist and dental nurse, 
and Mr Ahmed captivated us all by explaining the role of a biochemist.  

Mrs Williams (Science Lead, Y3 Lead and Y3 Ash Class teacher) 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



  

Parent News, Section 7 

Science Week 2026 
It has been a busy, but fun week for everyone, and we can’t wait to do it all again 
next year! Thank you to all the parents who supported their children with 
competition entries and for those who visited classrooms. 

Mrs Williams (Science Lead, Y3 Lead and Y3 Ash Class teacher) 

 

  
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Parent News, Section 7 
Attendance at St Mary’s 

• Attending school every day is important for children to learn well.  
• On the rare occasion children are absent, please report this on our 

Study Bugs system.  
• If reporting your child’s absence, clearly state your child’s name, 

year group, class and the reason why your child is absent. We ask 
that you are specific about your child’s illness so we can 
recognise trends and local outbreaks.  

• We do not authorise holidays during term time, and you may be 
fined through the authority.  

• Please try to arrange appointments out of school hours. If this is 
not possible, please email the school office with conformation of 
the appointment: officestaff@stmarys.slough.sch.uk 
 

• Well done to 9 classes who achieved 96% or more attendance last 
week! The highest total this year!! 
 

• Well done to: Nursery am, Damson, Pear, Plum, Juniper, Larch, 
Beech, Oak and Elm classes!!  
 

• Special well done to Year 4 departments with all classes 
achieving 96% or more attendance last week!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

GATES OPEN: 08:20 am  

GATES CLOSE: 08:30 am  

Children must be in class, registered 
and ready for learning at 08.30am.  

Please avoid lateness as this impacts 
on the front office and a calm start to 
your child’s day. 

 

mailto:officestaff@stmarys.slough.sch.uk


  
Attendance Competition 

 

We are repeating our attendance 
competition again this year. It is 
open to everyone who attends St 
Mary’s school.  

All children who achieve 100% 
and flourish in their school 
attendance will be receiving a 
special certificate to thank them 
for coming to school every day for 
a whole term. 

Those who achieve 100% for the 
whole year will receive a special 
celebration and receive some 
prizes.   

They will automatically be entered 
into a draw where one lucky family 
will win a summer family day out 
for four to Legoland.  

 

Good luck everyone! 

 

 
Attendance for last week 
Nursery AM   89.2% 
Nursery PM   96.1% 
0Poppy    93.1% 
0Bluebell    92.1% 
0Daffodil    93.7% 
1Damson    98.8% 
1Cherry    93.3% 
1Apple    88.6% 
2Pear    99.3% 
2Plum    96.0% 
2Peach    95.3% 
3Ash     92.0% 
3Sycamore   95.7% 
3Juniper    98.5% 
4Larch    99.3% 
4Beech    96.0% 
4Oak    97.6% 
5Hazel    90.0% 
5Alder    91.6% 
5Elm    97.8% 
6Willow    90.0% 
6Maple    91.6% 
6Rowan    85.5% 

 
96% or more is the target.  

 
Classes with 100% attendance for the 
week earn a collective reward! 2 
classes have earned the reward so far 
this year.  
 
The senior leadership team have 
pledged that if 5 classes achieve 100% 
in the same week, they will come to 
school wearing superhero costumes! 
Please bring your child to school every 
day       



  
Nursery News, Section 1 

Science Show in Nursery 

During Science Week, the morning nursery got to enjoy a fantastic science show 
by Dr Ken along with Reception. The children saw all sorts of different 'magic' and 
science with explanations about what was happening. The show was incredibly 
fun and the children enjoyed all of the different experiments. One child even got 
to help Dr Ken with an experiment. As it was the morning nursery's first assembly, 
all of the Nursery staff were very impressed with how well they sat with 
Reception, always showing the St Mary’s way. We all wanted to say a big 'thank 
you!' to Mrs Williams for organising it.  

Nursery Department 

                                        
 

                           
 

 
 



  

Nursery News, Section 2 

Science Week in Nursery 

For the Science Week competition, we had 11 children submit entries. There was 
a lot of hard work put into all of the entries and all of their flowers were absolutely 
wonderful and creative. Thank you to everyone who took part. The entries were 
looked at and judged by Mrs Williams and the science ambassadors. We have 
had one winner from Nursery, but we are very impressed with everybody's 
efforts! 

Nursery Department 

                                     

           
 

 
 

 
 



  
Nursery News, Section 3 
Professionals Who Help Us-Dentist Visit in Nursery 

On the 19th May, the nursery had a lovely visit from a dentist and dental nurse 
from Yew Tree Dental Care. They talked to all of the children about how to look 
after their teeth and looked at things that are good for your teeth and bad for your 
teeth. The children discussed that they need to brush their teeth every morning 
and evening for 2 minutes at a time to stop germs hurting their teeth and making 
them poorly.  

If your child is not registered to a dentist yet, you can do this by following this 
link: Find a dentist - NHS 

Nursery Department 

                                 

        
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.nhs.uk/service-search/find-a-dentist


 

  

Reception News, Section 1 
Professionals Who Help Us-Dentist Visit in Reception 

As part of Science Week in Reception, we were lucky enough to have a visit from 
a local dentist and dental nurse. Our visitors were impressed how well the 
children listened and what the already knew about things that help keep our 
teeth healthy.  

Dental Hygiene is extremely important for all of us. We learnt that eating fruit is 
ok but drinks like Fruit Shoots and natural fruit juices are not good for our teeth. 
We can drink them in moderation but try to have water afterwards to rinse off the 
juices that can damage our teeth. Remember to brush your teeth twice a day and 
don’t rinse off the toothpaste. 

Reception Department 

        

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
Reception News, Section 2 
Science Week in Reception 

We were very impressed with all the entries for the science competition and had 
a lot of fun with Dr Ken at his Science Workshop in the hall.  

Reception Department 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 



  

Reception News, Section 3 
Professional Who Help Us-Firefighters in Reception 

The last week of term we focused on Firefighters and the book Topsy and Tim 
Meet a Firefighter as part of our learning about people who help us. Mr Bains 
very kindly made parts of a fire truck for us to paint and construct a big THANK 
YOU to Mr Bains!  

Our NELI groups completed our Growing topic and enjoyed retelling the story of 
The Enormous Turnip using masks. 
You can access the NELI News, activities and the vocabulary we have learnt 
here: 
 https://www.stmarys.slough.sch.uk/neli-nuffield-early-language-intervention 
Reception Department 

 

 

 

 
 
                                                                 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

https://www.stmarys.slough.sch.uk/neli-nuffield-early-language-intervention


  

Year 1 News, Section 1 
Science Week in Year 1 

Year 1 had a fantastic Science Week filled with curiosity, creativity and hands-on 
fun. We welcomed special visitors who helped bring our learning to life- children 
especially loved Dangerous Dan! Thank you to all parents who joined us in class 
to make egg cress heads, colourful straw flowers and observational drawings! 
We also had some fun with a special visitor from Vodafone who helped us to 
create using tablets. 

Year 1 Department 

         

 

                

 
 

 
 
 



  

Year 1 News, Section 2 
Science Week in Year 1 

Cherry Class also shone in their assembly all about plants, confidently sharing 
what they’ve learned about how plants grow and why they’re important. It’s been 
an exciting week of exploring the world around us and celebrating our young 
scientists! Mrs Williams did a fantastic job of organising so many fun activities for 
Y1! 

Year 1 Department 

         

 

 

 

                

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

Year 3 News, Section 1 
Bingo Projects in Year 3 

Well done to Year 3, who yet again produced some wonderful projects, fitting in 
very nicely with our Science Week theme, ‘Growth’. 

Year 3 Department 

         

                

 
 

 
 
 
 



  
Year 5 News, Section 1 
Ascension Service in Year 5 

On Tuesday 12th May 2026, Year 5 proudly led the Ascension Service at St Mary’s 
Church. The children did a wonderful job reading Bible verses with confidence, 
singing joyful gospel songs, and performing a lively dance to the final song, Sing 
Hosanna to the King. 

In the last week of the summer term 1, the Year 5 parents joined a science lesson 
on phototropism, they enjoyed presentations by Alder Class pupils followed by 
fun, hands-on plant activities. 
 

Year 5 Department 

        

 

                

 
 

 
 
 



  

Year 5 News, Section 2 
Science Week in Year 5 

Science Week 2026 was an exciting and inspiring experience for Year 5 students, 
filled with hands-on learning, creativity, and curiosity. Throughout the week, 
children participated in a variety of engaging activities that brought science to life 
in fun and meaningful ways. 

Dr Ken Visit 

The week began with an exciting visit from Dr Ken, who amazed the children with 
a range of fascinating science demonstrations. His interactive show included 
exciting experiments and interesting scientific concepts that captured the 
students’ imagination and encouraged them to think like young scientists. The 
children thoroughly enjoyed watching the experiments and learning the science 
behind them. 

Year 5 Department 

         

 

 
                

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



  

Year 5 News, Section 3 
Science Week in Year 5 

Vodafone Three Mobile Workshop 

Year 5 students also took part in a creative digital workshop led by Jabez and 
Emma from Vodafone Three Mobile. During the session, the children learned how 
to create news reels and worked collaboratively in groups to make their own 
science-themed news reports. The workshop helped students develop their 
communication, teamwork, and digital media skills while having great fun 
expressing their ideas creatively. 

Year 5 Department 

        

 

 

 

                

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  Year 5 News, Section 4 
Science Week in Year 5 

Space Scientist Virtual Session 

One of the highlights of the week was a special virtual session with a space 
scientist, Jack Dove on Teams. The scientist spoke to the children about plants 
that are grown in space and explained how astronauts conduct experiments 
beyond Earth. The students were fascinated by the topic and eagerly asked 
thoughtful questions, which were answered in detail during the session. It was an 
inspiring opportunity for the children to learn about science in the real world. 

Year 5 Department 

        

 

 

 

                

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



  
Year 5 News, Section 5 
Science Week in Year 5 

Parents Visiting Year 5 Classrooms 

Science Week concluded with a wonderful parent participation event in the Year 
5 classrooms. A few children confidently taught parents about photosynthesis 
and phototropism, demonstrating their excellent understanding of these 
scientific concepts. A range of carousel activities had been carefully planned, 
and parents enthusiastically joined in the learning activities alongside the 
children. It was lovely to see so many parents attending and supporting the 
students’ learning journey. 

Year 5 Department 

        

 

 

 
                

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



  
Year 6 News, Section 1 
Science Week in Year 6 

“Are we at Hogwarts or St. Mary’s with all this magic?” was a comment on 
children’s lips, when they witnessed all the amazing ‘tricks’ from Dr Ken. They 
were fascinated by the explanations behind them. 

Our very own Mr Plumley became muse to Dr Ken – they were a balanced 
act and definitely rose to the occasion!  

 

Year 6 Department 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 



  

Year 6 News, Section 2 
Science Week in Year 6 

As part of their Science Project, the children really elevated their skills in Design 
Technology and produced some fantastic greenhouses for their entries into the 
Science Competition. It was great to see the variety of designs and thought 
behind the structure of their piece.  

 

Year 6 Department 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Dive into A Great Story at St Mary’s! 

Reading Recommendations 
The Journey 

This is a book that I constantly re-read, simply because it is so powerful and 
beautifully written. The emotive story of a family escaping their war-torn country 
fleeing for safety and refuge is so incredibly heartbreaking. Sanna’s illustrations 
really highlight the fear and heartbreak the characters go through. The powerful 
image of the mother only shedding tears after her children are asleep is so 
touching and really brings to light to the strength and devotion that parents of 
refugees have. This is a great book to be enjoyed by all ages! 

 

Happy reading! 

Miss Martins (Reading for Pleasure Lead, Y3 Sycamore Class teacher) 

 
                                                        

 
                                                                 

                          
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

 
 

                                                                 

                          
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Rocksteady Music at St Mary’s C.E. Primary 

 
 
 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 Music at Slough Borough Council 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Diary Dates 
Please check ‘diary dates’ weekly. As new school events are confirmed, the ‘diary dates’ section of the 
newsletter is updated. Each week’s new confirmed dates are shown in blue.   

Summer Term 1 
01.06.2026  First Day of Summer Term 2 for Children 
03.06.2026  Trip: Y3 Kew Gardens  
09.06.2026  Trip: Y5 to Gurdwara 
12.06.2026  Assembly: Y2 Plum Class at 12.50pm 
16.06.2026  Workshop: Y5 History ‘Victorians’ experience at St Mary’s school 
18.06.2026  Trip: Y6 to Science Museum 
18.06.2026  Assembly: Reception Bluebell Class at 3pm 
19.06.2026  Assembly: Y1 Damson Class at 8.50am 
19.06.2026  Assembly: Reception Daffodil Class at 12.50pm 
22.06.2026  Sports Day: Y5 and Y6 at 9.15am 
22.06.2026   Sports Day: Y3 and Y4 at 1.30pm 
23.06.2026  Sports Day: Y1 and Y2 at 9.15am 
23.06.2026  Sports Day: YR at 2pm 
24.06.2026  Sports Day: Morning Nursery at 9.15am 
24.06.2026  Sports Day: Afternoon Nursery at 2pm  
25.06.2026  Assembly: Reception Poppy Class at 3pm 
30.06.2026  Trip: Y6 to Mosque 
06/07/2026   Art Week: World Environment 
09.07.2026  Trip: Y2 to Littlehampton  
15.07.2026  Morning Nursery Graduation Ceremony at 10am 
15.07.2026  Afternoon Nursery Graduation Ceremony at 2pm 
17.07.2026  Y6 Leavers’ Assembly for Parents at 9am 
17.07.2026  Last Day of Summer Term 2. School ends at 1.30pm for Children 
02.09.2026  First Day of Autumn Term 1, 2026 for Children 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


