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Dear Parents and Carers,

Parent & Visitor Code of Conduct Reminder

Our schoolis committed to providing a safe, respectful and welcoming
environment for all members of our community. To uphold this, we remind parents
and visitors of the standards of behaviour expected on school grounds.

© Physical violence of any kind towards staff, parents, visitors or children will
not be tolerated.

© Verbal abuse, including swearing at staff, is also unacceptable.

We ask all adults to model the courtesy, respect and positive behaviour we
expect our pupils to demonstrate every day.

In line with our school policy, any parent or visitor who behaves in a threatening,
abusive or violent manner may be banned from the premises for a period of
time.

The school leadership team will act where necessary to protect the wellbeing of
our community.

It is the responsibility of all the community to maintain a safe and supportive

An

environment for everyone. &

Values

e St Mary’s Christian Values for the spring term are wisdom, responsibility
and honesty.

e Ourschool Bible quote which we aspire for all children and adults to achieve
is ‘linstruct you in the way of wisdom and lead you along straight paths.’
(Proverbs 4:11)




Parent News Section 1,

Absence

e Attending school every day is important for children to learn well.

e Ontherare occasion children are absent, please report this on our
Study Bugs system.

e [f reporting your child’s absence, clearly state your child’s name,
year group, class and the reason why your child is absent. We ask
that you are specific about your child’s illness so we can
recognise trends and local outbreaks.

e We do not authorise holidays during term time, and you may be
fined through the authority.

e Please try to arrange appointments out of school hours. If this is
not possible, please email the school office with conformation of
the appointment: officestaff@stmarys.slough.sch.uk

e Welldone to seven classes who achieved 96% or more attendance
last week!

e Welldoneto: Cherry, Pear, Ash, Oal, Hazel, Elm and Maple
classesl!!

89% or below GATES OPEN: 08:20 am

Drastic effect on academic

achievement GATES CLOSE: 08:30 am
Children must be in class, registered
and ready for learning at 08.30am.

Please avoid lateness as this impacts

on the front office and a calm start to
96% to 100% S
your child’s day.
Excellent!
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Attendance Competition

We are repeating our attendance
competition again this year. It is
open to everyone who attends St
Mary’s school.

All children who achieve 100%
and flourish in their school
attendance will be receiving a
special certificate to thank them
for coming to school every day for
a whole term.

Those who achieve 100% for the
whole year will receive a special
celebration and receive some
prizes.

They will automatically be entered
into a draw where one lucky family
will win a summer family day out
for four to Legoland.

Good luck everyone!
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Attendance for last week

Nursery AM 85.7%
Nursery PM 84.6%
OPoppy 90.3%
OBluebell 84.0%
ODaffodil 95.3%
1Damson 88.8%
1Apple 91.3%
2Plum 95.0%
2Peach 90.0%
3Sycamore 94.3%
3luniper 95.3%
4lLarch 93.3%
4Beech 91.0%

91.7%
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94.0%

92.0%

96% or more is the target.

Classes with 100% attendance for the
weel earn a collective reward! 2
classes have earned the reward so far
this year.

The senior leadership team have
pledged that if 5 classes achieve 100%
in the same week, they will come to
school wearing superhero costumes!
Please bring your child to school every
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Year R News, Section 1

Reception this week we have been getting to know Pip-Pip the Penguin and other animals who
live in Antarctica.

We used a globe to see where the United Kingdom is compared to where Antarctica is. Our
focus book, afiction book called Be Brave Little Penguin by Giles Andreae, is a delightful story
about a little penguin who had a big problem — he was sacred of the water.

During Book Talk (English) we have been exploring how Pip-Pip felt.

We pretended we were Pip-Pip; we looked at different parts of the story, talked about what he
was doing and how he might feel.

If you have a child in Reception, can they tell you if he overcame his fear and became brave
enough to jump in? How about having a go at waddling like penguins too!

We have been doing some penguin maths as well - matching the numerals 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 to the
correct number of dots.

Reception Team
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Year R News, Section 2

NELI (Nuffield Early Language Intervention)

We are delighted that we have been able to begin our NELI (Nuffield Early
Language Intervention) groups.

Six children from each class will attend the in-school sessions but everyone can do
NELI activities at home.

You access the NELI News and activities here:

Reception Team

https://st-marys-church-of-england.secure-primarysite.net/neli-nuffield-early-language-intervention/

Nuffield

Early
[anguage

Intervention



https://st-marys-church-of-england.secure-primarysite.net/neli-nuffield-early-language-intervention/

Year R News, Section 3
Lohri

Mrs Bains, our new Poppy Class teacher kindly sent pictures of her beautifully
decorated hands.

Can you spot any animals or birds in her designs? She had henna applied for the
mehndi designs especially for the festival of Lohri.

Itis a special celebration in Sikh and Punjabi culture, especially for newlyweds.
Lohri marks the end of winter and symbolizes new beginnings, acceptance, and
prosperity.

The first Lohri after marriage is particularly important. This festivalis a time for
blessings, joy, and community gatherings, where newlyweds and families come

together to celebrate their union and the year ahead.

Happy Lohri everyone!

Reception Team
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Year 2 News, Section 1

This week in Year 2, the children have been learning about money.

We transformed our classrooms into a shop for children to role-play a real-life
scenario of buying items by either totalling the exact amount or calculating the
correct change.

The children thoroughly enjoyed playing both customer and shopkeeperto learnin
a fun and practical way.

Mrs Hill (Year 2 Plum class teacher)




Year 2 News, Section 2

This week in Year 2, the children have been learning about money.

The children were able to build their confidence with understanding the value of
coins and totalling amounts.

Mrs Hill (Year 2 Plum class teacher)




Year 3 News, Section 1

RE

In Juniper class, Oscar created a cross using sticks he collected, trimmed and
stuck onto a piece of card. His artwork links with our Christianity topic.

BINGO projects

Brilliant BINGO projects from Makayla and Pardhu! They’ve been busy at home
creating lanterns to celebrate Chinese New Year next month

Miss Holder (Music Lead and Year 3 Juniper class teacher)




Year 3 News, Section 2
RE

This week in Year 3, in Sycamore class the children brought the Bible story to life
through role play, acting out the story of Jesus healing the blind man. With creativity
and enthusiasm, they explored themes of compassion, faith, and seeing the world in a
new way, helping everyone reflect on the power of Jesus’ love and care for others.

Miss Martins | (Reading for Pleasure Co-Lead and Year 3 Sycamore class teacher)




Rocksteady Music at St Mary’s C.E. Primary

WOULD YOUR CHILD LIKE TO PLAY IN ROCK
THEIR OWN ROCK BAND AT SCHOOL? ~ STEADY

Hi Parent or Guardian,

Do you want your child to experience the magic of playing music in their very own band? Rocksteady Music
School is the leading provider of in-school rock and pop band lessons for primary age children — and we're
delighted to let you know we're teaching in your child’s school!

How does it work?

With Rocksteady, children learn to play an instrument through weekly band lessons. It's the perfect way to
leam new musical skills, make friends and have fun — all at school! Rocksteady lessons are also shown to
boost confidence, wellbeing social skills and even academic achievement.

Your child will learn to play songs instantly through listening and playing. There's no music theory involved
and lessons are designed to be fun, inclusive and accessible. They will be making progress in every lesson
and can also achieve an Ofqual-regulated Trinity Music qualification, without having to take a single exam!

Here's what else you need to know:

*  Most lessons take place during the school day. There's no experience necessary and all instruments
for lessons are provided.

*  You can choose if they shine on vocals, keyboard, drums, guitar or bass.

*  Proudly watch as your child performs in their end of term concerts, showing just how far they have
come!

* Rocksteady band leaders are professional musicians who inspire a passion for music and support your
child every step of the way.

Places are offered on a first come, first served basis. There's a money-back guarantee for the first month
and you can cancel at any time.

For more details on availability and cost, visit rocksteadymusicschool.com and find your school on the
sign up page or call 0330 113 0330.

Best wishes,
Rachel Hawker | Director of Education

0330 113 0330
(Mon-Thurs 8am-8pm, Fri 8am-6pm, local rate) Find out what parents »
rocksteadymusicschool.com say about Rocksteady




Music at Slough Borough Council
SLOUGH
@g SERVICE
Slough Youth
Orchestra
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Film music, Theatre, Classical, Pop, and more -
The World of Orchestra is limitless, and continually developing!

Required Grade 2+ standard on your instrument.

Meet like-minded musicians from schools in the community.
Perform in exceptional concert venues.
Develop your string, brass, wind, or percussion playing.

For more information, contact us: music.service@slough.gov.uk




Diary Dates

Please check ‘diary dates’ weekly. As new school events are confirmed, the ‘diary dates’ section of the newsletter
is updated. Each week’s new confirmed dates are shown in blue.

26.01.2026
27.01.2026
29.01.2026
30.01.2026
02.02.2026
02.02.2026
04.02.2026
02.02.2026
05.02.2026
06.02.2026
06.02.2026
11.02.2026
12.02.2026
12.02.2026
12.02.2026
13.02.2026
13.02.2026

23.02.2026
24.02.2026
24.02.2026
02.03.2026
05.03.2026
05.03.2026
06.03.2026
09.03.2026
12.03.2026
13.03.2025
16.03.2026
17.03.2026
18.03.2026
23.03.2026
23.03.2026
24.03.2026
24.03.2026
24.03.2026
25.03.2026
26.03.2026
26.03.2026
27.03.2026
27.03.2026
27.03.2026

13.04.2026

Spring Term
Trip: Y4 to Synagogue- Larch class and 15 children from Oak class
Workshop: Y2 History ‘Great Fire of London’ experience at St Mary’s school
Assembly: Y4 Larch Class at 3pm
Assembly: Y3 Sycamore Class at 8.50am
Trip: Y4 to Synagogue- Beech class and 15 children from Oak class
YR Shopping Trip experience to Slough High Street
St Mary’s School Choir Participating in ‘Young Voices’ Performance at Wembley Arena
Maths Week
Assembly: Y5 Alder Class at 3pm
Number Day
Assembly: Y5 Hazel Class at 8.50am
Parent Information Meeting- Y1: Phonics Screening Check 8.30am
Parent Information Meeting- Y4: Multiplication Test at 8.30am
Assembly: Y3 Ash Class at 3pm
Trip: Y1 to Windsor Castle
Lunar New Year Celebration for Nursery, Reception, Y3 and Y4
Last day of Spring Term 1

Half Term Holiday

First Day of Spring Term 2
Trip: Y2 Eton College
Workshop: Y6 History ‘World War 2’ experience at St Mary’s school
Reading Week
World Book Day
Assembly: Y5 Elm Class at 3pm
Assembly: Y3 Juniper Class at 8.50am
Parent Information Meeting- Y1: Phonics at 8.30am and 2.45pm
Assembly: Y2 Peach Class at 3pm
Assembly: Y4 Oak Class at 8.50am
EYFS Natural World ‘Living Eggs’ experience at St Mary’s school
Workshop: Y3 History ‘Stone Age’ experience at St Mary’s school
Trip: Y2 to Whipsnade Zoo
Easter Performance at St Laurence’s Church for morning Nursery Parents at 9.30am
Parent Consultation Day 1 for Nursery, Reception, Y1, Y2 and Y6
Easter Performance at St Laurence’s Church for afternoon Nursery Parents at 2.00pm
Trip: Y6 to Imperial War Museum
Parent Consultation Day 1 for Y3, Y4 and Y5
Parent Consultation Day 2 for Nursery, Reception, Y1, Y2 and Y6
Easter Performance at St Mary’s Church for Y3 and Y4 Parents at 9.30am
Parent Consultation Day 2 for Y3, Y4 and Y5
Nursery and Reception Easter Egg Hunt
Reception, Y1 and Y1 Easter Bonnet Parade
Last Day of Spring Term 2
Easter Holiday
First Day of Summer Term 1 for Children




