
 

                                             

 

     

  

Dear Parents and Carers, 

    Looking Ahead to an Exciting Summer Term! 

As we step into the summer term, there’s a real buzz around school. The longer 
days and brighter weather always bring a sense of energy, and we’re delighted to 
share some of the fantastic events coming up over the next few months on page 2 
of this week’s newsletter. It’s shaping up to be a term full of creativity, curiosity 
and teamwork. 

With so much to look forward to, we’re excited for a term filled with learning, 
laughter and memorable moments. Thank you for your continued support — it 
makes all the difference. 

 

It is the responsibility of all the community to maintain a supportive environment 

for everyone.        

Values 

• St Mary’s Christian Values for the spring term are wisdom, responsibility 
and honesty. 
 

• Our school Bible quote which we aspire for all children and adults to achieve 
is ‘I instruct you in the way of wisdom and lead you along straight paths.’ 
(Proverbs 4:11)  
 
 

 

 



  
Parent News Section 1,  

     Looking Ahead to an Exciting Summer Term! 

      Science Week 

We’ll be kicking things off with Science Week, a brilliant opportunity for children to 
explore, investigate and get hands‑on with experiments. From whole‑school 
challenges to class‑based investigations, pupils will be encouraged to think like 
real scientists. Expect plenty of awe and wonder as we dive into discoveries 
together. 

 

           Sports Week 

Later in the term, Sports Week will bring everyone together for a celebration of 
physical activity, teamwork and healthy competition. Children will take part in a 
wide range of events designed to get them moving, trying new skills and cheering 
each other on. Families will also be invited to join us for Sports Day — always a 
highlight of the year. 

 

      Art Week 

We’ll round off the term with Art Week, a chance for pupils to unleash their 
creativity and explore different artistic styles and techniques. The school will be 
transformed into a gallery of colour and imagination, showcasing the incredible 
talent across all year groups. We can’t wait to see what the children create. 
                                           

 
 

         

 

         



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Parent News Section 2,  
Absence 

• Attending school every day is important for children to learn well.  
• On the rare occasion children are absent, please report this on our 

Study Bugs system.  
• If reporting your child’s absence, clearly state your child’s name, 

year group, class and the reason why your child is absent. We ask 
that you are specific about your child’s illness so we can 
recognise trends and local outbreaks.  

• We do not authorise holidays during term time, and you may be 
fined through the authority.  

• Please try to arrange appointments out of school hours. If this is 
not possible, please email the school office with conformation of 
the appointment: officestaff@stmarys.slough.sch.uk 
 

• Well done to 3 classes who achieved 96% or more attendance last 
week!  
 

• Well done to: Larch, Beech and Elm classes!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

GATES OPEN: 08:20 am  

GATES CLOSE: 08:30 am  

Children must be in class, registered 
and ready for learning at 08.30am.  

Please avoid lateness as this impacts 
on the front office and a calm start to 
your child’s day. 

 

mailto:officestaff@stmarys.slough.sch.uk


  
Attendance Competition 

 

We are repeating our attendance 
competition again this year. It is 
open to everyone who attends St 
Mary’s school.  

All children who achieve 100% 
and flourish in their school 
attendance will be receiving a 
special certificate to thank them 
for coming to school every day for 
a whole term. 

Those who achieve 100% for the 
whole year will receive a special 
celebration and receive some 
prizes.   

They will automatically be entered 
into a draw where one lucky family 
will win a summer family day out 
for four to Legoland.  

 

Good luck everyone! 

 

 
Attendance for last week 
Nursery AM   91.5% 
Nursery PM   89.6% 
0Poppy    90.7% 
0Bluebell    92.4% 
0Daffodil    91.0% 
1Damson    92.0% 
1Cherry    92.7% 
1Apple    89.7% 
2Pear    91.3% 
2Plum    86.7% 
2Peach    95.3% 
3Ash     94.9% 
3Sycamore   92.3% 
3Juniper    89.7% 
4Larch    96.9% 
4Beech    98.7% 
4Oak    94.5% 
5Hazel    91.3% 
5Alder    95.0% 
5Elm    98.7% 
6Willow    87.0% 
6Maple    91.1% 
6Rowan    89.6% 

 
96% or more is the target.  

 
Classes with 100% attendance for the 
week earn a collective reward! 2 
classes have earned the reward so far 
this year.  
 
The senior leadership team have 
pledged that if 5 classes achieve 100% 
in the same week, they will come to 
school wearing superhero costumes! 
Please bring your child to school every 
day       



  

Nursery News, Section 1 
Dinosaurs in Nursery 

It has been lovely to welcome everyone back to Nursery for the Summer term! 
This half term our topic is Dinosaurs, and the children have enjoyed listening to 
and talking about our story 'Harry and his Bucketful of Dinosaurs'. The children 
talked about the names of the dinosaurs, and they had a go at drawing one in 
their books.  

Nursery Team 

                                  

 
                        

                            
 

 
 



  

Nursery News, Section 2 
Dinosaurs in Nursery 

To link to our topic, we have been creating dinosaur eggs with paint and bubble 
wrap, to make different textures on the eggs. The children selected their colours 
and commented on what the paint did as it mixed. They have also been practising 
using the correct pencil grip to go around the outline of dinosaurs and colour 
them in. On Tuesday we were fortunate to have a volunteer in our classroom 
working on their Junior Duke award. She supported the children in using the paint 
and showed them how to hold their pencils. The children were brilliant with her 
and enjoyed having a visitor in the classroom.  

Nursery Team 

                             
 

 
 
 
 



  
Nursery News, Section 3 
Bike Riding in Nursery 

In our outdoor learning, the bikes have been available for the children. The 
children have been working on using the pedals to move the bikes forward. This 
has proven a challenge, but the children are persisting in their efforts and 
working on using the pedals. This is something that we will continue to work on 
over the half term.  

 

Nursery Team 

                            

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

Nursery News, Section 4 
Bike Riding in Nursery 

Nursery Team 

                                    
            

              
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

  

Reception News, Section 1 
Living World in Reception 

During the last week of the spring term, we were gardeners, artists, scientists, 
chefs and milliners (hat makers)!  

We planted bean seeds like Jasper in the book Jasper’s Beanstalk (that also 
taught us the days of the week). We learnt about using heat to melt chocolate so 
we could make chocolate crispy cake nests.  We learnt about why Easter is so 
special for Christians and had lots of fun hunting for Easter eggs to put into our 
chocolate nests. 

Easter cards with cute chicks were created with our thumb prints, because we 
had been learning about chicks. 

Reception Team  

     

  
 

 
 



  

Reception News, Section 2 
Living World in Reception 

Sadly, we had to say goodbye to the chicks BUT they are happily settling into their 
new home on a farm near Reading. The farmer was keeping them safe and warm 
in a brooding box until they are big enough to go outside. Hopefully we can get 
updates about them from time to time. 

 

Reception  

        

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Reception News, Section 3 
NELI in Reception 

Congratulations to the NELI groups – they completed Part 1 the week before the 
Easter Holiday. We learnt about Our Body, Clothes and People Who Help Us. We 
enjoyed The Gingerbread Man, Cinderella and the Postman’s Busy Day. 

You can access the NELI News, activities and see the vocabulary we have learnt 
here:  

https://www.stmarys.slough.sch.uk/neli-nuffield-early-language-intervention 

 

Reception Team 

        

 

 

 
 
 
 

https://www.stmarys.slough.sch.uk/neli-nuffield-early-language-intervention


  

Year 3 News, Section 1 
Bingo Projects in Year 3 

Juniper has enjoyed showcased their home bingo projects! 

Miss Holder (Music Lead, Y3 Juniper Class teacher) 

                                                                                                                                                 

                       

  

 

                                                                                      
 
 

 



  

Year 3 News, Section 2 
 Bingo Projects in Year 5 

Juniper has enjoyed showcased their home bingo projects! 

Miss Holder (Music Lead, Y3 Juniper Class teacher) 

 

            
 
 
 
 



  

Year 3 News, Section 3 
Bingo Projects in Year 5 

Juniper has enjoyed showcased their home bingo projects! 

Miss Holder (Music Lead, Y3 Juniper Class teacher) 

          
 

 
                                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



  

Year 3 News, Section 4 
Attendance in Year 3 

Well done to D, V and A for their 100% attendance in Spring term. 

Miss Holder (Music Lead, Y3 Juniper Class teacher) 

 
 

 
                                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

  

Year 3 News, Section 5 
Art in Year 3 

In Art this week, Juniper have enjoyed using their imaginations to create incredible 
plants! We’ve focussed on developing our line, shape and tone skills. 

Miss Holder (Music Lead, Y3 Juniper Class teacher) 

                                                                                                  
 

 
                                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



  
Year 3 News, Section 6 
Art in Year 3 

In Art this week, Juniper have enjoyed using their imaginations to create incredible 
plants! We’ve focussed on developing our line, shape and tone skills. 

Miss Holder (Music Lead, Y3 Juniper Class teacher) 

                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                              
 

 
                                            
 



  
Year 3 News, Section 7 
Art in Year 3 

In Art this week, Juniper have enjoyed using their imaginations to create incredible 
plants! We’ve focussed on developing our line, shape and tone skills. 

Miss Holder (Music Lead, Y3 Juniper Class teacher) 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                              
 

 
                                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

Year 4 News, Section 1 
Online Safety in Y4 

On Monday, Beech class spent their computing lesson looking at Online Safety. 
With the help of Mrs Galloway, the children explored the impact of what too much 
screen time can have on their body and mood. 

Mr Plumley (Computing Lead, Year 4 Lead and Y4 Larch Class teacher) 

 

 
 

 
                                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

Year 4 News, Section 2 
Roman Workshop & History in Y4 

On Wednesday the Year 4 children took part in a Roman Workshop to kick off their 
new Humanities topic. Led by The Rainbow Theatre Company, the children were 
split into Romans & Celts and spent the morning experiencing what life was like in 
Roman Britain. 

Mr Plumley (Computing Lead, Year 4 Lead and Y4 Larch Class teacher) 

                             
 

                             
 

 
                                            
 



  
Year 4 News, Section 3 
Roman Workshop & History in Y4 

On Wednesday the Year 4 children took part in a Roman Workshop to kick off their 
new Humanities topic. Led by The Rainbow Theatre Company, the children were 
split into Romans & Celts and spent the morning experiencing what life was like in 
Roman Britain. 

Mr Plumley (Computing Lead, Year 4 Lead and Y4 Larch Class teacher) 

 

                

 
 

 
                                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

  

Year 6 News, Section 1 
Computing in Y6 

Maple class started the term discussing why restrictions on apps are crucial to 
children’s safety online. They explained how these restrictions are applied and 
help limit access to inappropriate content, can control screen time and control 
online contact. 

Mrs Fogarty (PHSE Lead and Y6 Maple Class teacher) 

                             
 

                             
 

 
                                            
 
 



  

Year 6 News, Section 2 
Dance in Y6 

On Wednesday, Rowan class were invited to take part in a dance workshop. Katie 
and Jess were the instructors who visited the school.  In the first session, the 
children were asked act as land animals for a dance that they would be putting 
together on this theme. 

Miss Rockett (Maths Lead, Y6 Year Lead and Y6 Rowan Class teacher) 

                                              
 

                                               
 

 
                                            
 
 
 



  

Year 6 News, Section 3 
Dance in Y6 

The children thoroughly enjoyed it saying they couldn’t wait for their next session.  
They particularly enjoyed the warm-up games which included Musical Statues. 

Miss Rockett (Maths Lead, Y6 Year Lead and Y6 Rowan Class teacher) 

                                              
 

                                               
 

 
                                            
 
 
 



  

Year 6 News, Section 4 
British Empire and the Commonwealth History in Y6 

Willow Class made an excellent start to their new history unit on the British Empire 
and the creation of the Commonwealth. Pupils have been exploring how the 
Empire expanded and changed over time and they have shown real maturity when 
discussing the complexity of this period. 

One of the highlights has been the creation of individual and group timelines. 
Pupils selected key events, illustrated significant moments, and organised their 
ideas chronologically. This activity not only strengthened their understanding of 
historical sequence but also encouraged thoughtful discussion about cause, 
consequence and perspective. 

Mrs Parbhoo (Writing Lead, Y6 Willow Class teacher) 

                                               

 
 

 
                                            
 
 
 
 



  
Year 6 News, Section 5 
British Empire and the Commonwealth History in Y6 

The class have also begun examining the experiences of people across the Empire, 
including the impact of trade, migration, and the movement towards 
independence. Many pupils were particularly interested in how former colonies 
chose to form the Commonwealth and how these nations continue to collaborate 
today. 

Overall, the children have demonstrated curiosity, critical thinking and a strong 
engagement with the topic. Their questions and reflections show a growing 
awareness of how history shapes the world they live in now. We look forward to 
building on this strong foundation as the unit continues. 

Mrs Parbhoo (Writing Lead, Y6 Willow Class teacher) 

                             

                   
 

 
                                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

  

Dive into A Great Story at St Mary’s! 

Read our staff recommendations 
The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe 

Set in a sprawling, fascinating mansion, four siblings experience the magic of 
Narnia behind closed wardrobe doors. Although this is a classic book, I've only 
just read it over the Easter holidays! Full of adventure, sibling relationships, 
whimsy and danger, this book is one to really sink your teeth into! 

 Happy reading! 

Miss Holder (Music Lead and Y3 Juniper Clas teacher) 

                 

                                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Rocksteady Music at St Mary’s C.E. Primary 

 
 
 

 

 



 Online Safety Message 1 at St Mary’s 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 Online Safety Message 2 at St Mary’s 

       
 

 
 
 



 Online Safety Message 3 at St Mary’s 

       
 

 
 
 



  

 Online Safety Message 4 at St Mary’s 

       
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

  

 Music at Slough Borough Council 

 
 

 
 
 



 Diary Dates 
Please check ‘diary dates’ weekly. As new school events are confirmed, the ‘diary dates’ section of the newsletter 
is updated. Each week’s new confirmed dates are shown in blue.   

Summer Term 1 
13.04.2026  First Day of Summer Term 1 for Children 
15.04.2026  Workshop: Y4 History ‘Romans’ experience at St Mary’s school 
21.04.2026  Trip: Y5 to Milestone Museum 
23.04.2026  Parent Workshop at 8.40am: Reading workshop for Y3 and Y4 Parents 
27.04.2026  Parent Workshop at 8.40am: Phonics workshop for Y1 Parents 
27.04.2026  Parent Workshop at 2.45pm: Phonics workshop for Y1 Parents  
29.04.2026  Dance Festival at The Curve at 10am: Y3, Y4, Y5 After-school Dance Club 
30.04.2026  Assembly: Y2 Pear Class at 3pm 
04.05.2026  May Bank Holiday: School closed 
07.05.2026  Assembly: Y1 Apple Class at 3pm 
08.05.2026  Assembly: Y4 Beech Class at 8.50am 
11.05.2026  KS2 SAT: Monday 11/05/2026-Thursday 14/05/2026 
12.05.2026  Trip: Y5 to St Mary’s Church for Ascension Service at 2pm 
15.05.2026  Trip: Y6 to St Mary’s Church for Eucharist Service at 9.30am 
18.05.2026  Science Week: Current Affairs 
21.05.2026  Assembly: Y1 Cherry Class at 3pm 
22.05.2026  Last day of Summer Term 1 
25.05.2026  Half Term Holiday 
01.06.2026  First Day of Summer Term 2 for Children 
03.06.2026  Trip: Y3 Kew Gardens  
11.06.2026  Assembly: Y1 Damson Class at 3pm 
12.06.2026  Assembly: Y2 Plum Class at 12.50pm 
16.06.2026  Workshop: Y5 History ‘Victorians’ experience at St Mary’s school 
18.06.2026  Assembly: Reception Bluebell Class at 3pm 
19.06.2026  Assembly: Reception Daffodil Class at 12.50pm 
22.06.2026  Sports Day: Y5 and Y6 at 9.15am 
22.06.2026   Sports Day: Y3 and Y4 at 1.30pm 
23.06.2026  Sports Day: Y1 and Y2 at 9.15am 
23.06.2026  Sports Day: YR at 2pm 
24.06.2026  Sports Day: Morning Nursery at 9.15am 
24.06.2026  Sports Day: Afternoon Nursery at 2pm  
25.06.2026  Assembly: Reception Poppy Class at 3pm 
06/07/2026   Art Week: World Environment 
09.07.2026  Trip: Y2 to Littlehampton  
14.07.2026  Y6 End of Year Performance for Parents at 2pm 
15.07.2026  Y6 End of Year Performance for Parents at 6pm 
17.07.2026  Y6 Leavers’ Assembly for Parents at 11am 
17.07.2026  Last Day of Summer Term 2. School ends at 1.30pm for Children 
02.09.2026  First Day of Autumn Term 1, 2026 for Children 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 


