BIRTHDAYS AND SNACKS
A polite notice regarding birthday cakes, treats and party bags:
All children who are celebrating their birthdays are invited to wear their own clothes on their birthday or on a close day (last day of term if it is in holidays or if their birthday falls at the weekend).
Please note from today, staff have been informed not to share birthday cakes, treats or party bags brought in by children in celebration of birthdays.
Some members of our school community have very severe food allergies and must avoid certain foods. This makes them very vulnerable, and it is important that they do not consume (and in some cases be exposed to) foods that may contain items that may cause an allergic reaction or even hospitalisation. 
As a school, we want to ensure that our community is a safe place. In addition, many families choose to limit and monitor the number of treats (sweets, cakes, chocolate and biscuits) eaten by their child/ren. Therefore, we are asking that birthday treats are not shared at school.
If food is to be shared at school- or during parent-led events, we hope that parents will feel more able to control what children choose to eat. We are aware that there are times, in the school year, when treats might be available. These celebrations will be carefully planned and arrangements made to keep children and adults safe will be considered. We will welcome input from families to help us to do this safely. We are also aware that goody bags and treats can become very expensive and some families will feel obliged to contribute whether they can afford to or not. 
If you would like to do something to celebrate your child’s birthday, we are hoping that you may feel you wish to support an alternative solution this year.
If you would like your child to donate a book to their class, or a donation of £5 can be made via ParentPay using the reference ‘birthday book’. Your child will then be invited to choose a high-quality book from an extensive selection which will be added to your child’s classroom library. This book will include a book label (a note inside a book) showing the name of the child who donated the book and which birthday they were celebrating with the date. Your child will visit a member of the leadership team to be congratulated and then they can present the book to their class.
We hope that this will be a new safer way of celebrating and will reinforce the St Mary's approach to books being central to children’s learning. We thank you for your understanding and cooperation.
Regarding playtime snacks please only provide fruit.  Staff will confiscate other non-fruit snacks and they will be returned at the end of the school day.  
We hope you can support us on both matters and make our school healthier and safer.

With very best wishes,

Mrs Khan and Mrs O'Brien
Co Headteachers
