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This policy is a non-statutory policy.

School Vision
As a Church of England school, we value and are ambitious for all children and are
committed to providing a positive, safe and stimulating environment for them to enjoy and
excel in their learning; grow in confidence, resilience and independence; achieve their full
potential and flourish as individuals.
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BACKGROUND TO RELIGIOUS EDUCATIQRE)AT OUR SCHOOL

RE alongside the National Curriculum

The National Curriculum states -furdedsdhalgnadt requi r e

offer a curriculum which is balanced and broadly based, and which: Promotes the spiritual,
moral, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils at the school ad of society, and:
Prepares pupils at the school for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later

life.” And: *“All state schools... must teach
Al'l schools must publish their curriculum by

Curriculum Framework).

As RE is not nationally deter mi ned folloBgalobbdlyr y ' s

agreed syllabus of RE prepared by a local Standing Advisory Council on Religious Education
(SACRE) and adopted by the Local Authority. It is this Oxford Diocese Discovery RE Agreed
Syllabus of Religious Education 2017, which wase for thedelivery of RE.

It is a requirement on schools and governing bodies to ensure that all learners gain their
statutory entitlement to RE throughout all years of compulsory education. This has been part of
statute since 1944, it was reinforced in the 1988 Education Reforct, and it remains so today.

PURPOSE OF STUDY AND AIMS

We believe atSt M dhat RE Is0th supports and strengthens what we aim to do in every
aspect of school life. It supports the school \alues and vsion and links with the fundamental
British values. Our caring ethos and the value which we place on the development of the whole
child spiritually, morally, socially, culturally, and intellectually, is reflected in the RE

curriculum.

RE provokes challenging questions about the ultimate meaning and purpose of life, beliefs
about God, the self and the nature of reality, issues of right and wrong and what it means to be
human. It challenges pupils to reflect on, consider, analyse, intergt and evaluate issues of
truth, belief, faith and ethics and to communicate their responses.

Purpose of Study:

At this school we aim to achieve high quality RE for all pupils. RE teaching provides pupils with a
systematic knowledge and understanding about Christianity, principal religions and worldviews
which give life value.

RE aims to enable pupils to become religiously and theologically literate so they can engage in
life in an increasingly diverse society. It does not involve advising pupils about what religious
views they should have but rather to assist them to gain shagehuman understanding,
developing personal identity and searching for meaning in the context of evaluating different
viewpoints.

Aims of the RE Curriculum

RE teaching and learning should allow children to:

M Know about and understand a range of religions andorldviews.

1 Describe and make connections between different features of religions, discovering more
about celebrations worship, pilgrimages, rituals which mark important parts in liféo
reflect on their significance.
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M Describe and understand links between stories and other aspects of the communities they
are investigating, responding thoughtfully to a range of sources of wisdom and to beliefs
and teachings that arise from them in different commurties.

1 Explore and describe a range of beliefs, symbols, and actions so that they can understand
different ways of life and expressing meaning. Express ideas and insights about the nature,
significance, and impact of religious worldviews.

M Observe and understand varied examples of religious worldviews so that they can explain,
with reasons, their meanings and significance to individuals and communities.

1 Understand the challenges of commitment to a community of faith or belief, suggesting
why belonging to a community may be valuable, both in the diverse communities being
studied and in their own lives.

M Observe and consider different dimensions of religion, so that they can explore and show
understanding of similarities and differences within and between different religions and
worldviews. Gain and deploy the skills needed to engage seriously with religi® and
worldviews.

M Discuss and present thoughtfully their own and
about belonging, meaning, purpose and truth, applying ideas of their own in different
forms, including (eg) reasoning, music, art and poetry.

M Consider and apply ideas about ways in which diverse communities can live together for
the wellbeing of all, responding thoughtfully to ideas about community, values and

respect.

M Discuss and apply their own and ot hers’ i deas
about what is right and wrong and what is just and fair, and express their own ideas clearly
in response.

CONTENT AND APPROACH
From Reception classes to Year 6 pupils must:

A follow a coherent and systematic study of the principal religion of Christianity across
each key stage and

A be introduced to the other five principal religions represented in Great Britain by the end
of key stage 2

At St Mary’'s Church of Eng|D&scoderyRE dppmachyo School , w
Religious Education. This is an enquifipased learning approach from Foundation Stage to Year

6. Through Discovery RE and during their time at Primary School, children investigate 59

enquiry modules covering Christianity, Buddhism, Hinduism|slam, Judaism and

Sikhism. These enquirybased learning sessions support the teacher to deliver engaging and

challenging RE lessos which are taught half termly during special RE week¢§Seeappendix 1).

Christianity is taughtin everyyeargroup and develops children's learning, building on their
knowledge and skills in a progressiveway.

Time Allocation for RE

The current governmental requirement for number of hours of RE is as follows:

4-5 years—50 minutes per week or run as a block, to equate to 36 hours per year.

5-7 years—1 hour per week or taught as a block, to equate to 45 hours per year.
7-11 years—1 hour per week or taught as blocks, to equate to 45 hours per year.
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WITHDRAWAL

At St itMaurprdctie to talk to parents to ensure that they understand the aims and
value of the RE curriculum before honouring the right of withdrawal from RE. Parents of a pupil
at a community, foundation or voluntary school have a right to withdraw theahildren from RE.

If a parent asks for their child to be wholly or partly excused from attending any RE the school
must comply unless the request is withdrawn. Any parent who wishes to withdraw their child is
expected to consult the headteacher.

AtStMary’' s, teachers will either block RE wunits or
via RE Discovery days, including exploring festivals for times of the year (such as Easter and
Diwali), celebrating special people as well as exploring Sacred Tesxt

The teaching of RE will involve some direct teaching and whole class, group, paired or individual
activities. Through a range of strategies, such as: enquiry, exploration, discussion, asking and
answering questions, artefacts, visits and visitors of faittand belief, pupils are actively engaged
in learning.

Teaching the programmes of study contributes to developing religious and theological literacy
through religions and worldviews. Key Themes for Teaching RE at Orchard Primary (linked to the
Leicestershire Agreed Syllabus). We explore 3 key ideas when teachiRE aSt MaTheseé s
are:

A Believing (exploring belief, teachings, sources, questions about meaning and purpose
and truth).

A Expressing (religious and spiritual forms of expression, questions about identity and
diversity).

A Living (Religious practices and ways of living, questions about values and
commitments).

RE in EYFS

Children in EYFS should encounter religions and worldviews through special people, books,
times, places and objects and by visiting places of worship. They should listen to and talk about
stories. Children can be introduced to subject specific words and us all their senses to explore
beliefs, practices, and forms of expression. They ask questions and reflect on their own feelings
and experiences. They use their imagination and curiosity to develop their appreciation of and
wonder at the world in which theylive.
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The Discovery RE Agreed Syll abus for Religious E
pupil achievements and each pupil can work progr
of key stage | earning outcomesusas Assegsmeemenh
seen in its broadest sense and is not |l imited to
exampl e, di scussion with pupil s, group activitie
di splaying work, askimmpsand eamrhwersi mgequeenti nual
their pupils’ achievements. This information is
outcomes for RE.

ASt Mavey appreciate that a vital aid to |l earning
own assessment .
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School reports are sent home in the summer term
reference to the records made or pieces of work
A x f ] W

I n order to ensuredantdh atth eo uPrr oagirnasmneer eof St udy i s ¢
stage the scihoclcove@ktlyewrE bDhe Wdralnndamdy tideeas | i nke
Our schemes of work ensure that pupils have enco
the EYFS and Key Stage/s 1 and 2. We have used a
creative curricul um, BE edcay s dempdk nadd ngg s d rhet enad
be covered. The RE Subjectpllammamdenrg i s avail abl e t
xE ?EAEcf AL ? W~ ] E~E NuW

The RE subject |l eader managesitshilsnar enanafgetdhédyc
curriculum $hnsopol eablyeitshe evu ejwedt dresaudrea ietacsht i
represents tvhasmidwaplruaecst i ce of the school

Ratifed by the Headteacher: Mrs Pamel a O’ Brien

February 20214
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Appendi x 1 Agreed syl l abus Discovery
@ Overview Years F1/2 to Yearé
‘ \ mn 1 Astumin 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1
Thome: Thama: Thame: Thome:
Spodl Wt Chisgtmas Cekbrions Kot Stores
Concept: Incamation Concept: Salvaton
Quesson: [T 1 (1 Quesson: S Son:
PR mMMW‘I v‘:‘r’noucmm &gommm? mlE-m ?ﬁn}mmm
Relgions: Christianty. Judasm Religion: Chyistaniy Refiglo ns: Hindusm Refighon: Christianty um-: Chastanty. &lam.
M m Skhsm
Thama: Thems: Thama: Thame: Thame:
Creaton Sory Christmas Jesus as a fend Eaxte - Padm Sunday Shabba
Concept God'Creation Concept: Incamation Concopt: Incamaion Concept: Salvaton
Koy Quesson Koy Quession: mo Kozom
1 Does God want Clystians o 'What gifts might Chyistans in -~ Was ital gy b RAs o Why was esus welcomed 15 Shabbat mportant © Jewsh
[l ook after the word d? my townhave given Jesus if he  show Hp? ke a king orcdebyty by the  chidren?
r had been barn hade rather than crowds o0 Paim Sunday?
l_ InBenhldhan?
Rebgron: Chasianty Ralighen: Cristanly Retigior: Cuistimty Reigion: Ohrlstianity Ratigom: Jicsism
f There i an acational cptional Juddsmenguiry atthe end of the Year 1 section: Does ool ebrating Chanukah make Jowish children feel closer to God?
: Thaoue Theme: Thaose: Thome: Thome:
What dd Jesus teach? Chistimas - Jesus asgitfrom  Passover E @ tr - Resumection The Covanant
God
Concept: Salvaton
Concapt: Incamation
1o lpouttis b be kindo mocnunmmm P oot Inthr i oot s o Costas &-mnnw
PRI Smemet E e e oMl Jaws have WihGos?
2 Relgion: Chistianty Refigion: Chistanily ulpue w- Wiligion: Crealaniy Relgon: Jadiion
Thama: Thame:
Prayer & home Communty and Belongng
mo-u:
lmlomdpa Mntn n his' a?d.m un:t dbob%‘m
her everyday i
Refigion : sbm Religion: slam
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Summner 2

Thame:
Specil Places

Koy QuesSon:
What makes places speaal?

Regions: Chrisaanty. blam.

T

Rosh Hashanah and
Yom Kippur
Koy Quession:

Are Rosh Hashanah and Yom
%ﬂw o Jawsh
Religon: Acaam
R o4 Posa e ond

age aa gooa
Wik B oie oot t oy s o
£ oweanm Go®

Relighoe: Judaam
Thane:
ray

e ‘wc?‘ makea

Religion: isam



LI0T AT uer 9
[4

The Amrt Ceremeny and he
Mhalsa
onu a%.uhu
Refigion: Skhisn
- Thame:
. Chrsmas
- Comcapt: Incarnation
Koy Quession:

'::M the most

]
]
Iy
i

Key Question:
19k possitie for o be
pos ewncoe

Raligion: Buddhism

frry-aa

Overviow Yoars F1/2to Year 6

P racies Bt Forganass
w.nm Comoapt: Sahation
Eesirguns Seerecas

Rafighom. Chestanty Refigion: Chrstianity

. Thame:
- Easter

 Concapt: Sahation

Key Quaston Key Quastion: %
ke the wod 3 et place? Bl io1end & go fe?
Rafigrom: Duatchesm Rafigeon: Budahem

Therels an acdtional optional Christianity enguiry at the end of the Year 4 section: Wiy are there four Gospds and how are they relevant to Chstians today 7
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Owverview Years F1/2 to Year 6

Thoow: Thame:
Prayer and Worship Bdiefs and Fractioes
Koy MT-.-:

the bast way for 3 Sy Wit B the best b
mmnauom m&:nbm?m:vm
Reldglom: Skham Ralig be : Christianty
“Thema:
Bdufs and moml vilues
Dobeles n Kama Ssmesrs
ana Mcksha help Hndus lead
good hves?
Refigion. Hindusm

Thame:
Belinfs and moral vdues

Koy Quaston.
Po"g’blmn&mlh(lb afer death | help Musiims lead good

m’:nm
ne Uy (8t in 2 secians v M e

Thame: “Tharw: Thama
Chistmas Bdiefs and monal viues Easter
Concept: Incamabion Concept: Sahvtion
Quasson: Quasson: Quesson:
S oORs s NP KA CEea sty e? NSRS Mot | ri Horviens i for
har redigion? tosy? Chvistans o bdeve Goo
ntended Jesus © de?
5 Relighon: Skhign Relg bn : Ohiistianiy Rodglom: Skham Rafighon: Christianty
“Thame: “Theme:
Fraye ang Waship Hinou Bdiefs
Koy Quasson Koy Question:
How Gan B shran e
mm'&’}‘&'ém‘%» @nnhane and in evwerything?
[ Rufighon: Hindum Reldghon: Hindusm
§ There & anacdtional optional Chrstianity enguiry atthe end of the Year 5 section: Does belef in the Trinty help Chrstans make bettar serse of God as a whole?
g o Thoma: Thama: Themae: Thema:
Baliefs nd Practions Christmas Hewefs and Meanng Cantwr
8 Concept: Incamation Comcept: Sahvation Concept: Gospd
e 0y O s 8¢  KeyQuessos: Queston.
What|s the best way for ﬂg.ﬂ & that 15 anythi etamal? :zmun wl
unt&'mma%m'«» was Mu . s~ s Mﬁniﬂﬂw .* -us
Goa? : . wias on Eanh
3 Raigion: idam Religion : Chiistianky Redgion: Chiistianty Ralighon: Christianky
Christmas
Concopt: ircamation
Key Question:
Do Ohvistmas clely s ong
mmufomm
undens and who Jesus was and
why he was borrd?
Reig ion : Ohistianky

There & an acdationd optional Chvisianty engury af the end of the Year 6 sedion How dd Jesus create a "New Covenant’ and what coes that mean 1o Chisians today?
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