
Knowledge Organiser Year 5 history:   
Who were the Anglo-Saxons and why did they invade/Settle in Britian?

Key Vocabulary 

Instability A time when people don’t know who is in 
control.

Chronology The order in which events happen. 

Post Roman Britian The period between 410-450AD. 

De-urbanisation When communities leave towns and cities for 
the countryside. 

Population The amount of people living in an area. 

Migration Moving away from your home to another 
country/region. 

Change
continuity 

Things which do not stay the same.
Things which stay the same. 

Polytheism Belief in more than one god (also known 
paganism)

Monotheism Belief in one god. 

Conversion Changing from one religion to another.

Artefact An object or a source of information from the 
time being studied. 

Sutton Hoo- 
near Woodbridge, Suffolk, is the site of two 6th- and early 7thcentury 
cemeteries.  One cemetery contained an undisturbed ship-burial, 
including a wealth of Anglo-Saxon artefacts of outstanding art-
historical and archaeological significance.

Push factors Pull factors 

▪ Bad flooding at home
▪ Too many wars at home
▪ Not much free land available

▪ The Roman army left Britian
▪ Britian has lots of good 

farmland
▪ The Romano-British kings 

paid Anglo Saxons money to 
help them.
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