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Beavers B utld
First Dam in 400

Years in Somerset

« Beavers build their dams to protect them from
predators. Some of these include bears, wolves,

northern river otters, eagles and owls.

+ Dams also make a great place for the beavers to

store their food supplics.

For beavers in the UK, 2020 has been @
fantactic year.

‘The beavers in Somerset have just built
their first dam - the first in Somerset in over
400 years!

Beavers became extinct in the UK in the 16th
century. This was due to them being hunted for
their meat, fur and scent glands which were
used in medicines.

Since the early 20005, beavers have been
‘rewilded in Britain. This means that they've
been reintroduced into different areas of the UK.

Beavers appeared on the river Otter in Devon
in 2008. The government held a five-year trial
to determine whether the reintroduction of the
species would be bencficial. The beavers were
given the go-ahead by the government.

For the first time in almost half a millennium,
beavers were reintroduced to Somerset in
January 2020 from the river Tay in Scotland

“This comes as part of a project run by the
National Trust. They hope reintroducing beavers
will reduce flooding and rejuvenate their
streams

According to Mark Harold, the National Trust's
Director of Land and Nature, “These releases
are part of the Trust's wider objective to restore
25,000 hectares of wildlife-rich habitats by
2025 Part of this work means we are focusing
on helping nature recover, and the reintroduction
of beavers is just one example of our approach to

restore nature processes”

Before becoming extinct in the UK, beavers
were an essential species within the ccosystem
They are often referred to as ‘ecosystem
engineers' due to their dam-building skills.

Some people have their reservations about the
reintroduction of beavers. This is due to concerns
that they may upset the ecosystems which
they're entering

Because of this, the beavers are being
monitored and some are being kept in enclosures
where they can be left to ‘beaver away.’

Glossary
bencficial - Something which is good or
worthwhile.

rejuvenate To restore something to a previous
condition

hectares A unit of measure used for land.

ceosystem

A community of living things
within an environment.





