
Knowledge Organiser Year 2 history:  Who is Isambard Kingdom Brunel and why is he significant?
Key Vocabulary 

Engineer someone who designs and builds 
infrastructure projects.

Infrastructure Bridges, tunnels, railways, train 
stations, factories. 

Industrial 
Revolution 

A time when Britian started to build 
and use more factories.

Railway A type of path for trains. It is made 
with both wood and metal 

Box tunnel  (a) an underground passageway, dug
through soil, earth or rock.

Suspension 
bridge

A bridge that is supported from
above by cables.

Viaduct a bridge made up of several small 
spans.

colliery A coal mine.

Key facts
1. Isambard Kingdom Brunel was 

one of the most famous 
engineers of the Victorian times. 

2. Brunel is a significant person 
because the things he invented 
resulted in a change. 

3. Brunel changed transportation in 
Britain. People could travel 
further, faster. 

4. He built bridges, ships and even 
railway stations. 

5. Brunel was known for wearing a 
tall black top hat. 

1836 CE: married Mary Horsely

a

b

Queen Victoria
Reign  1837  - 
1901
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